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Fig. 1 Crystal structure diagram of attapulgite'’
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Resource Distribution and Application of Attapulgite

LV Guocheng, LIAO Libing, RAO Wenxiu, LIU Xianhao

School of Materials Science and Technology , Beijing Key Laboratory of Materials Utilization of Nonmetallic Minerals and Solid Wastes, China U-
nwversity of Geosciences, Beijing 100083, China

Abstract . Attapulgite is a kind of chain/layered silicate mineral, which has one — dimensional channels in the structure
and is needle - like in shape. It is widely used due to its special structure and properties. This paper briefly introduced
the composition, structure, properties and resource distribution of attapulgite, then focused on the progresses in the re-
search and application of attapulgite in the field of adsorption, energy storage, colloidal material, carrier material , filling
material , biomedicine and agricultural production in the past ten years. Finally, several future research directions of at-
tapulgite were proposed.
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