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A Review on the Occurrence Characteristics of Indium in Zinc Sulfide Concéntrates
and its Extraction Techniques '

XIE Keng, WEN Jian ~ kang, HUA Yi ~ xin
(National Engineering Laboratory of Biohydrometallurgy, General Research Institute of Nonferrous Met-
als, Beijing 100088, China)

Abstract: Indium is one of China% preponderant scattered metals. It is often associated with poly-
metallic zinc sulphide ores and mainly enriched into zinc sulfide concentrates after beneficiation.
Thus, zinc sulfide concentrates become the main charge resources of indium. Study on extracting
indium from zinc sulfide concentrates has attracted much attention home and abroad. The occur-
rence characteristics of indium in zinc sulfide concentrates is introduced, the behaviors of indium
during the metallurgical processes of zinc sulfide concentrates disposal as well as the industrial prac-
tices and the latest research trends of indium extraction techniques are narrated. In addition, the
defects of traditional indium extraction techniques together with the urgency and need for improving
the existing techniques or developing new highly efficient and clean techniques are pointed out.
Key words: indium; zinc sulfide concentrates; occurrence; extraction techniques; comprehensive
utilization
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