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Nature in the scientific view of SU Dong-po

YANG Zhi-jian
(Nanjing Institute of Geology and Mineral Resources, Nanjing 210016, China)

Abstract

Su Tong-po (1037-1101), a great writer of the Northern Song Dynasty of ancient
China, experienced a lifetime of frustrations. With rising and falling government official
positions, he had nearly ten times been prefectural local government official and was three
times relegated to a secondary position in Huangzhou, Huizhou and Danzhou. Though he
was an officialdom in feudal China, he made much contribution to understanding and uti-
lizing Nature, for example, discovering and cxploiting coal in Xuzhou, recognizing geo-
morphic [catures of Lushan, night exploring the mystery of bell sounds spreaded from
Shizhongshan (a mountain consisted of a group of bell-like karst caves), rcasonable utiliz-
ing water resources and so on.
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