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tion of the rocks'is characterized by the presence of intermediate-acid rogks
in the early stage, acid rocks in the middle stage and alkaline rocks in the
late stage. Lithplegically; the signimbrites ma,y usnally change into lavas of
the same composition; Wea.kly welded rocks may change into tuffs. Textures
of plastic deformation and pseudorhyolitlc ‘structureés are another important
feature of acid and intermediate ignimbrites as compared with their analogu-
¢s. Plastic stretching of pyroclasts, mainly vitric fragments of plastic deforma-
tion, torn-up fragments, other than some undeformed rigid fragments. Pseu-
dorhyolitic structures are formed by parallel arrangement and overlapping of
vitric fragments of plastic deformation, torn-up fragments; they resemble
rhyoliti¢ structures in appearance and so the name. The fragments making up
the ignimbrites include rock fragments, crystal fragments, vitric fragments of
plastic deformation, torn—up fragments of plastic deformation, plastic rock fra-
gments and dusty fragments. The first twpo kinds of fragment are gemerally
regarded as being formed by brittle fracturing of a rigid body. About this
view, there are few disputes. On the other hand, as to the origins of the last
four kinds of fragments, divergent views exist because their origins are comp-
lex; so the paper devotes a lot of space to dealing with them. The ignimbri-
tes may be subdivided into three subspecies, the strongly plastically deformed,
intetmediately plastically deformed and weakly plastically deformed ignimbri-
tes. The two end members may grade into lavas and tuffs of the same comp-
osition. The paper devotes certain space to discussing their diagnostic features
and distinguishing criteria.
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