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Analysis on the retrogression of the pasture in Naqu
prefecture, Tibetan Autonomous Region

ZHANG Jian-guo, LIU Shu-zhen, LI Hu-xia, HE Xiao-rong
(Institute of Mountain Hazard and Environment . Chengdu 610041 China))

Abstract

Located in North Tibetan Autonomous Region, Naqu Prefecture boasts a pasture of 341,733
square kilometers which account for 79.51% of Naqu Prefectures total territory, and 42.15% of
total pasture area in Tibetan Autonomous Region. The pasture is the largest one among those in
any other prefectures and cities. Naqu prefecture is one of the major bases of livestock husbandry
in Tibetan Autonomous Region. The gross output value of animal husbandry has made up of a-
bout 50% of the GDP in Naqu prefecture for serveral decades. However, as a result of extremely
fragile and adverse ecological and natural environment, the pasture is difficult to rehabilitate after
being destroyed. In addition, the unreasonable exploitation of the pasture resources and unceasing
increase of livestock onto the pasture have led to severe destruction of the pasture environment
and consequently caused lower productivity, and thus seriously affected the sustained develop-
ment of national economy in the pasturing area. This paper tries to analyze the reasons of the ret-
rogression of the pasture in Naqu prefecture and argues some feasible resolutions and measures
based on the investigation in the retrogressing state. It points out that natural environmental
change is the basic reason while the unreasonable human exploitation is the major reason for the
retrogression of the pasture. Therefore a coordinated development of society, economy and nature
should be pursued when making policies to prevent and tackle the retrogression problems.
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