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Abstract

Limestone and karst in China Permeate almost every aspect of its physical
geography. Apart from its extent, the great variety of karst in China is perhaps
the most striking feature to anyone f{rom outside the country. Since the
founding of the People’s Republic of China. a considerable work on the
scientific study of karst in China has been developed by Chinese geographers
and geologists, but geomorphologists in the west were largely unaware of
Chinese ideas of karst. However, it has been said that “Chinese geomorphology
is very Chinese” (Stoddart, D.R., 1987) and the concepts and ideas of karst in
China are in many ways different from those in Europe and America. It is the
fact that Chinese geographers are more concerned with groupings of landforms
than with individual ones and emphasis in China has also been on the hills. or
positive landforms, whereas in Europe much more attention is given to
negative, closed depression, forms.

By comparison with karst terrians in the world, however, the controls on
the karst, some types of karst landform mainly including Guilin tower karst,
Guizhou cone karst and Yunnan stone forests, the depositional landforms in the
karst(tufa, rimestone pool and constructive waterfalls) and the exploitation of
the karst in China have briefly been described and discussed. it could be seen
that the contribution of China to world karst studies has been both varied and
distinctive. The teams of engineers, geographers and geologists have made many
original advances in solving its problems. The opening up of the Chinese karst
areas to the rest of the world has enabled foreign scientists to learn from the
Chinese experiences and to see the beautiful and spectacular landforms in the
karst. we can therefore look foward to much international discussion on the
origin of the landforms and their underground hydrology and the difficulties of
their exploitation.



